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short, anything which is held by public social opinion as conduct unbecoming a true caste-fellow as such, and not as a man or a moral being. But even in such matters there Is a tendency on the part of the beaten party to question the authority of the caste council. A Kurmi having enjoyed the hospitality of one not entitled to entertain a Kurmi, a panchayet of the caste is held, and it Is resolved to lay an Interdict on his eating and drinking with well - behaved Kurmis. If he is a rich man, and conversant with the bye-ways of the English courts, he immediately files a suit for libel against the leaders of the boycott against him, or, which is more expeditious and more like summary vengeance, lays a criminal information for libel. There may or may not be a good case for libel, but as the caste panchayet is not recognised by law, the position of the defendant Is extremely weak, and the Initial proceedings have the desired effect. The case is Invariably compromised, and another nail is driven into the coffin of caste organisation.
The procedure observed in convening a caste meeting and passing its resolutions is interesting, and throws light on the ideas of self-government which lie dormant among the people. Mrs Grundy is personified in Indian rural life as a male, who hangs about the village well or the village chaupai A casual remark is dropped by him as to such-acne's relations with a woman of - another caste.
This is passed from mouth tq mouth until it reaches
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